Piclish:
Defined and Described

Piclish, short for Picture english, Is a symbol system
that embraces English grammar and syntax.

Here is an exciting new visual way to get a better grasp of English grammar and
vocabulary or leam English for the first time. Language Symbols introduces Piclish, an
inclusive system, that may be tailored to meet the specific needs of individuals or groups
using it. The Piclish system has been years in development. This innovative system was
created out of a desire to have symbols that accurately represent all aspects of the
English language, something that is absent from other symbol sets on the market.

Piclish, a combined word for Picture English, is a symbol system based exclusively on the
English language. The individual symbols within Piclish (Picture English) are called
PicLits which is an abbreviation for Picture Literacy. The system uses the syntax and
grammar of written and spoken English. Each part of speech has been color-coded and
given specific visual cues for learning vocabulary, parts of speech and grammar. The
illustrations on the PicLits visually define the words.

Piclish was envisioned to be used in a variety of applications. These range from basic
communication to the teaching of reading, writing and English grammar. The combination
of a written word paired with a representational drawing and the visual cues regarding the
word's part of speech, conjugation and declension provides increased opportunities for a
variety of learning styles and challenges.
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The PicLits have been thoughtfully developed for use by all age groups with a wide
range of learning styles and abilities. They can be used for single word
communications as well as complex sentences and stories.

The Piclish symbols are ideal for use with :
- Visual learners
English as a second language
Educational material development
Young children
Individuals who have speech and language challenges
The hearing impaired
Head imjuries and strokes
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Piclish Defined and Described

- Piclish, an abbreviation of Picture English, is & symbol system based on (American) Englizh languags, using the
ayntax and grammar of both written and spoken language.

- Each part of spesech (i.e.,adjectives, adverbe, mouns, werbs, conjunctions, articles, prepositions, proncuns, and
imterjections) has been grouped and color-coded with specific, wisual cuss for leaming vocabulary, parts of

gpeach and grammar.

- Piclitz, an abbreviation of Picture Literacy, are the individual symbols that maks up the Piclish
symbol aat which was created a= a communication and language acquisition tool.
- The bagic version of the aymbol =et is comprized of a drawing on a colored background
with a darker colored frame.
- Thig form provides a color coded, visual cue for each part of speech at the
point of use, thus sarving as a tool for teaching and learning English
grammar and syniax.

apple

- The symbol templates provide visual cuess with regard to the part of spesach being represented
and a descriptor or definition of its funetion within that part of spesch.
- Thess vizual cues act as & connaction or link to the grammar and symtax
of the word baing usad.
- The templates provids grammar markers, prefiges, suffixes, indicators and
alemeanis spacific to each part of speech that allow for conjugation of verbs (i.e.,
varb tensag) or declansion of nouns, adjectives and adverbe (e.g., plural form, —I

poesasgive form or degress of comparizon). achvarh
template farm

[ frama

N

- The form iz & rectangle with a designated background color and
frame color. it includes the area for the drawing and the
lab&l box which appears at the bottom of the form. The labsl /
boe provides a location for the text or written word for the

symbol.
- The frams and background color indicate the part of spesch. S e,
| &0 pt label | &0 pt. label
wirfly FrLin
Altsmate tamplats 13081 BOX) e emgtate
Fanm 1 Farm 1

- Alternate forma are available for each part of apesch.
- The colorz sstablished for each part of spsech remain the
EAME.
- The opticnal formz wee white and vanations of the form's
color layout to create a varisty of viaual presentations.
Mote: The template forms of each part of speech may be used in & basic
form (i.e.. altemats tamplate Form 3) without the axtra slemsants, using |
only tha form, the symbol drawing and the labal. Form 1 was usad

throughiout this documient. Wi e
Alfsmiate fsmplabes Alfsmabs template
Farm 2 Fanfm 3

- Refer to page 27. Appendix A, for an ovemnview of the forms for each
part of apaach.



- The scresn iz a lighter colored aquare or rectangle that is
inzat in the form.
- It iz ueed to indicats sither a pronoun, an
adjective or an adwarb.

60 pt. label | | &0 pt label | &0 pt. label
pronoun adpolive advar
- Examplaa:

- Mouns are one of the primary componantz of & santance.
- Theay have a simpla. gingls color background with a contrasting

- frama.
e L% - Tha simpla drawings integrata the word's dafinition.
; - Prefixes, grammar markers and indicators further define or
dascribe the aymbol word.
leapard
noun - Promouns are used in place of nouna.

- Background is another shads of yellow with a amall, baiga,
inzat screan and a rad frame.

- Grammar markars and indicators provide information and cues
with regard to case. number, peraon and declension.

- Articles point to or indicste a noun
- Background is a different shads of yellow with & dark yellow frams.
- Formn iz smaller than forme of other parte of speech to reprasant
the little word's appesarancs and rols.
- All tha article aymbole hawve an arrow pointing toward the nown
that ia indicated.

- Adjactives modify nouns.
o i P’ | - Thay hawve a yallow background with an inast acresn and an
R | . ! orangs framea.
articie = r - Grammar markers and indicators provide declension and
[~ grouping information.

oy | Mota: Theas four parte of epesch all have yellow backgrounds, visually linking tham
adjective to nouna (8.9, articles indicats nouns, adjsctives modify noune and pronouns ans
uzad in placs of nouns). There ars significant differences in the overall symbol
presantation that provide cuss for the symbolz part of spesch and its uas.
- Tha drawing represants the written word in the label biox.
P ]
- Many wornds have two o more Meanings; 30ms Words may A

hawe more than one symbol in accordance with their
different meanings.

' i 4 £ '
- | '
| I‘.“\_\.___ » .-"I
cold

cold | orange orange




- Some words have the zame basic dafinition but may have vanations in
color or other physical features (e.g., applss vary in size and color;

ﬁ J kittenz have a wide varisty of physical features).
- Thara may be more than one option for the same word.
Eiftan
oy’ oy’
- Many words have synonyms. ., - ., *
- The symbol remaine constant in the cass of a synonym;
the labal may be changed in order to uss the aynonym. M" "'+
somabody Someone
- Simce many words in the English language have a place in two or more partz of apeech, a primary function,
bazed on meaning and frequency of usa, was aslected. The most common wses and definitions of theas
words were used when deweloping the symbaol design. When developing symbols in othar parts of spesach
that hawe the same spelling and related definition, the core word actz as the base from which the new
gymbal iz developed.
- The drawing size and color may vary across parts of spesch, but the essential slamsants of tha
gymbal design remain congistant.
- The form w=ed for the symbol will vary according to the word's u=s in the ssntencea or phrazs.
Q97 | |2 L]
dince since | sinca square | square
preposilion athedh conjunilion LT warh acfeolive
- Rafer to page 27, Appendix A, for an overview of the templates usad for the different pars of speach.
- Some illustrations are used across parts of apeech to indicate a generalized or dafining concept that is a part of
the symbol's meaning. Thess illuatrationa may change color in accordance with the part of epesch and
meaning of the symbol word.

- Time of day and short - Time that involves calendar - A question mark ’
perioda of time ars time or measwred time iz indicates a guesation in
representad by a represanted by a calendar | the word's definition. ®
atylized clock facs. pairad with the clock. [

- A stylized person is usad o - Direction or location

- An axclamation point . reprasent peopls o ia indicated by a
indicates increased ' compass rose.
emotion of excitement. .

- Smooth, curved bars - Speaker with curved bars - A string with beads
repressnt sound. ( usad when the sound ((( F reprogents amountsa.

sourcs i unepecified.



- An owval iz usad 1o indicate the targated

- The object symbol is regized
to represant chjects or thingsa group (e.g9., auxiliary werbas) or individual
im tha symbol. (e.g., proper nown, relative or relationship)
. - An arrow iz usad o - Ballz are uzad as
- Contain sad I -—
= H::.f;?mm - " indicate a place or poaition or direction o
mau-l kers point on the symbod. locatora.

- Healh and welinass
iz indicated by a - - The ot symbol is resized
gimple peracn figura and uzsd as an illustration

- Words that usa the
prefic non-have a
resized symbol of no.

"
+

with facial features meaning ragation.
and expressions.
- Atimeling iz usad to indicats a - Words that use the prefix tn-, maaning
span of time. - Thought clouds are usad to the reverze action (verb), thing (noun)
expreas thoughts and concepts. or modification (adjective) have a

reverse armow in the lower left hand
| cormar of the aymbol form.

- A rulerindicatas distancs. J : i_j

-Tﬂ:j_f
JORE A ERIgRRpURR|EQT, WErD MeVerss Simow FIOURN FEVErss GiTow

Mote: Other illustrations may be added to the symbol sst when there iz relevance and application across two or more

parte of gpesch.

- Grammar markers are the atylized icons that designate & grammatical change to & word that maintains the same
miganing as the core word.

- The grammar markers are located on thea right hand edge of the template form.

- Grammar marker colors, satablished by the part of spesch at point of uss, ara the
color of the form's frame.

- They are used to designats:
- ambiguous - plural +| - word apalling
singular form of iz tha sama for _“_
noun of noun or —fH- ) aingular or plural ——
prOMOour I pronioun of a pronoun
vagatahles you |

both singular and plural sulbjscts;

- a werb zpelling that is the aame for ll
cnly used with the werb fo be +




\ 1
4 i —

__:-_u' j‘ J'

- glida-bar type grammar ' .
markers for degrees of  positive e . . =8l . m v LE"
l':::\i:ll'l'lpﬂ.riBII:HZII':-m.l b} - - M = L ] -‘
adjactive arb); ot = =
' graabaf b —
degres prip— bright | brighter | brightest

ER K

- imagular
warning markars

- past participle

warb form
S

-ing added to the root - firat peracn singular,

}:D word to form the prasent tenze, io be

prograsaive formsa of —
W a varb i |
barking | " am rocatyrk

Mote: The grammar markers may be included on the symbol for use as grammar and syntax leaming cues. Users
who prafer a more basic symbol may choose to limit or eliminate the use of grammar markars.

- Indicatore provide a visual cue that places the symbol word in & grouping

or Catagony.
- Examplesa:
- The white screan with the oval centar cut out indicates a

’ et

- The heart imdicator in the uppsr left hand corner of the form
_ MAmprican | designates adjectives from the category feslings. surprised | cheerful

propsr nouns idljachives: lealings
- Refer to page 29, Appendix G, for an ovemnview of adjsctive indicators and the categones thay represent.

- Whan an adverb iz created from an adjective, the antirs saymbaol, including the indicator, '

iz placed within the screen of the advarb form. n
b=




Parts of Speech

Mouns

- Noungz are words to nams a person, place, thing, or idea. Thay are classifisd as
aither common Noune or proger Nouns.

- Common noung ars the ganaral nouns and do not begin with & capital lattar
unleas thay start a sentanca. The Piclit symbol frams iz dark yellow :
with a pale ysllow background. ___ g1 |

- There are 2ome noune that hawve & common -
thema line such a& the groupings of
ghapes or relathves.

A . - Thess groups of nouns share a

commeon itam or style that

;ni_hu- | o aunt iz pregant in all the symbols circle |
from that ping.
Epmibole of relafives includs m gron Eyrnbole of shapss include
e Faarmiily breses Frasmemia rk a pancl

- Many nouns share a common slemeant or concapt that inks them to a group
with a sharad style or slemant.
Example: The concept of iime imvolves clock, calsndar and nature time cycles.

- Mouna that include fime in thair defnitions hawve one or more of the core
fime word fime elements intagrated into the drawing.

. m o«
marning infinity yaar
‘ - Moun symbolz represanting multi-word labels are common noun
o — combinations that combine an attributive nown(z) plus ancthar noun.
e Thess may be represantad by a singls symbaol.
picnic basket Faarat buther __.'hl

- Some moun groupings that ars more complex or imeaolve multiple parts within the symbol drawing are accomplished
by strimnging together two or more symbaola.
Example: Mumbers larger than 95999 require

thras symbols to complete the phraze as the ]' . -
numbsr of beads and lines reguired for cne ﬁ_ﬁ

symbol would ba more difficult to dizcem. -

Mote: A more detailed sxplanation of the bead uss, L —
caolor and placement iz found in the Drawing pine milion | pr | g0z |
Guide.

Sea page 32, appeandix F, for an owverview of numbsra.

8




Moun Plurals

ballz - Genaric items may be represented by a varisty of the same claas or

- The plural form of common nouns iz designated by the double baad grammar
miarker which appaars in the uppsar right hand comer of the form.

- Plural common nouns are represantad by twoe or mors of the drawn itamsa
within tha PicLit's form.
group of items.

- Spacific typas of iteme ars repressntad by two or mors of tha
Same itam.

(::: - Symbole with increased detail or complexity are represanted by two
G of the aame item.

ﬁl - Plural numbers, which have a complex abacus grid and bead(s), are

raprezantad by one drawing with the double bead
grammar marksr.

milligrs

changs grammar marker.
- Thae singular form of the word has a single triangls

E - Irragular plurale are designated by the irregular word
* grammar marksr on the right side of the form
that acts as & warning that the word undargoses
child an irragular spalling changs during declansion. L L T
- The single baad iz applied to those singular ‘ L
wiords that are ambiguous with regard ‘E’q\
ﬂ to numbar : ':) & L
- Exampls: Thare are many types of -
u* candy or vegetablas; the copdy condls
* singular form repressants a
ehildran | : bl e :
- Thia irregular plural formz of thees worde have a thres point jagged-edgs
grammar markar along the right hand bordar of the fonm.

- Some plural temsa may typically be represantad &8 a group or bunch.
" Thass itema may b= found in both & singular form and groupsed
im their natural configuration for the plural form.

grapes

- Plurals of relatives and relationshipe are drawn with the focus on the peopla
named in the labsal.
- The othara, uaad to establish what the relationship is, are faded into the

background.
- The double bead grammar marker designates tha plural.




- Some relative plurals require more than one plural form because of
differances in the definitiona.

[
- Example: H g
- the man had two different wives e -@ s
wived |

wa

- the wives of the men wireas |

- Collsctive nouns tend to be more ambiguous.
- Thay ara gingular in number but reprasant a group or collection of items.
- Tha link-lina around the drawing indicates tha itsme inzids the Enes belong to & group.
- Tha jagged edge grammar marker iz used to halg clarify the irrsgular plural form of the word.
- Tha singls baad grammar markar iz placed in the upper right hand comer of the form.
- Tha double bead grammar marker for plural formes ie placed in the upper right hand cornar
of tha form.

iiii ik A i

miek a0 D M

fgami navy | armies

- Some nouns have the same epelling whather they are singular or plural.
- The plural form of thess nouns has the irregular grammar marker and the plural grammar marker.
- Thare may be more than ona iregular plural eymbol for 2ome of these worde due to differeances

in thair definiticna.
K I dh -t o
dear dagr figh | Frih fithes
My fiah f& srmall The Bih weve There dre My
Wi gpacies of fshes.

- There are soms noung that are only wuaed in plural form and always wse tha
third paracn plural form of the warb.
- The jagged-adgs grammar markar iz used to designate an
irmagular.
- The double basd grammar markar indicates the plural.

- i thare iz more than one of the paired or grouped item, the
numbsar iz indicated by othar words in the santence.

10



Froper Nouns

Propar nouns refer to epecific peopls, places or things and always start with a capital letter.

Thea proper noun form is the noun form with an inest, white scresn.
: - The canter of the screen has an oval cut out that comtaing the drawing for the propar nown.
e - Characteristic indicators may be placed in the lsft comer(s) of the white scresn.
H - lconic illustrations are selacted to provide information about the peraon, place or thing being
m' o namead. lcone salected may be a person’s favorite item, a ssasonal or ime indicator,
' or a cuse for geographic type or lecation. Theee will vary greatly among the proper
noung depanding on the individual, item or place represantad by the symbaol.

Y F / -
D% @ =
Paine | Canada Humphrey, NE

L
e Mt Raipier |

Dctobar

Possessive Moun Forms

- The possessive form of common nouns i represented by a grammar marksr, a simple drawing of a hand
holding a ball. This grammar markar appears in the lowsr, right comer of the form.

29

S

o <
ballk | balls’
wingukar plural g Lt plueal
P i porssassh
- Tha irragular, plural, poesessive noun aymbols = m
have the possessive, plural and irragular
grammar markars on the right hand sids of
the their forms. - 0 ) &
mita enemied” | bones’
L

- Posssssive proper mouns are alao indicatad by the possasasive grammar

markar in the kowar right comar of the form. E? ﬂ
HHEEREE -

- The plural form of possessive proper nouns i indicated by the SRiEiE oY — ,’#
plural grammar marker used o indicate plural nouns. - ¥
Thiz type of application provides flexibility and Thursday’ Drane

individualization to the uaar.

"



Verbs

- Varbs are usad to express action or existence, to indicate a condition or state of baing.
- Piclit verb symbole are divided into tao categories: (1) action and linking verbs and
(2] auxiliary verbs.

- The PicLite varb forme have a dark green frame, dark green figurela) or object(s) in the - A
drawing on & light green background. =.:
- The color gresn was selected becauss of the symbolic asaocciation with the action walk

“go” associated with traffic hghts.
S 3 Whan the context requires other symbols or parts of symbols for clarnfication, core

word colors are uasd.
- Example: aar in hear (verb) ‘)

ook |

- Action verba express action.
- Linking werbs connect the subject of the sentence to a wornd(z) in the predicate.
- They imply a state of baing or condition for the subjact.
- Many of the inking verbe may also be action verba.
- Example: look
- The primary function iz a& an action verb.
- The linking wvarb of the same spelling has the same aymibol.

- “erb phrases have more than cne verb, pairing & main verb with an auxiliary verbis).

- Auxiliary warbe preceds the main werb and provide the indicator for the tense of the phrase.
m ]

- The auxiliary verbs are: be, can, do, have, may, musat, shall and will.
- An oval around the agent iz usad to indicate an awxiliary wvarb.

shall | will |

Irregular Verbs
- Varbs that undergo word changes during conjugation hawve the irmregular grammar marker that appears along tha
right sida of the form.
- The single triangls uaed on the core word sarves as a waming for a word change during 4
conjugation.

- The thres triangle irmegular grammar marker appears on the word forms that hawe
undargone a word changs.

- The core word or the infinitive form of the verb has a single triangle on the upper right bordar of the

frama. Thiz aarves as a visual cus that the
inflacted form{a) of the word undergoes
apalling changss or that the werb doss not

follow the usuwal grammar ruls(s). i % ' h
- All the auxiliary verbe are irregular, as shown *’ "’ w
come cama ! coming

above.

12



- When the usar chooaes to conjugatse warba in Piclish, several types of aymbol changsas occur.

- The past tenss symbols of the Piclit verbse appear as a figure{e) or object{s) . 41

in cutlime form.

- Tha warb "io ks iz the most commonly wsed linking werb and the most imegular of tha English varbe.

- The cwerall zymbol content remains the sams.

- There are three types of grammar markers that provide a cus for tha
specific type of word change. The warb grammar markers provide

additional visual or learning cuss, but may be sliminated to create a _— —
more basic symbol. They are locatad in the kower nght hand comer
of the form.
- The dark green grammar markers indicate: 9 ‘ ﬁ
(1) the third parscn singular, when frequantly an -z 'I.I ;" ]
’ ia addsd 1o the root word, . st o)
the | loughs
- —H-
(2] the uas of —ing for am ongoing action i
,I, or condition of the prograssive ﬂ (({F
w
and we are listening
(3] the past pariciple form of the verb
V when there iz a word change. J ?ﬁ
. L] '
Mota: Many past participls forma ues the sams bl
symbol drawing as the past tense. Exampla: they have | gona |

the past participle grammar marker is addad to
tha past tenas form of go = went to form goms

- There iz an additional grammar marksr

singular, presant tenas: am. &
ssssss - This iz the only time that this b w
be grammar marker is I e freszing |
u=zad in Piclizh.
- A combinad singular and plural grammar - =
marker is used to indicats that the + (”:—_—i
_..._ same apelling of the verb form may L ———y
ba usad with sithar a singular or " | F
+ plural subject{s). 1 : e
- This is the only time thiz grammar — w
marker iz usad on a Piclit yau = specking |

uzad to designata the first parson,

warb.

13
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Sample asntances using sction, linking and auxiliary verba:

=

the
arlicls

e_.zfﬂ'

?2}1

& nj.}l |

ara

linking werh
present isnss;
irragular;
singuilar or plural

___fred |

aeclive

- Refer to page 28, Appendix B, for an overview of regular, irregular and auxiliary verb conjugation.
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Fronouns

- Promouns are used in placs of a noun 1o refer to a pereon or thing.

- The background of the form ie yellow, providing a vizual cus that links

noung, pronouna, articles and adjectives.

- The pronoun frame ig red.

- There iz a amall, ingst acresn centerad in the upper part of the form.

- nominative = blus

- objective = rad

- poesassive = brown
- unspecified = purpla

=,

]

thearm

- The caolor of the clothing on the figuras and the objects indicatas the type of pronoun:

ok’

v

labe|

- Oither visual cuss provided within the aymbol include the speaker, who has a rounded, open mouth:

- For first parzon,

singular or plural,

oft

the spaaker
appsaars within
the screan.
L]
- The doubla LR
baads indicate
the plural form
of the pronown. | & y
¥
_ those |
- Pos=esaaive
pronouns
are designated
by the ;
posEassive ) l'i
grammiar s
migrker.
"‘ g ;
iFaglf onetel f |

- For ascond
paracn, singular
or plural, the
spaaker iz in
profila, facing
the figura(s) in

the acrean.

- The singls baad pairad
with the double baad
indicates that tha
pronoun may be ussd
as =ingular or plural.

$

iﬂ

- For third parson,
gingular and plural,
the apeaksr ia
facing front and
outside the acresen
in the lowsr laft
comer of the form.

- Promouna
without &
baad markar

are aimgular.

ol

L

- il
ket

- Pronouns that contain & possessive root word, such as our in the reflaxive
promoun curasives, include the possessive marker placed in the lowsar right hand

comer of the scresan. .

15
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- Tha reflaxive promouns and onesslf (indsfinite pronoun),
hawve & small parzon figure who iz pointing at 26




Pronouns are divided into eight differant types.

- Perzonal pronouns indicate the specific paraon or group speaking. spoken to, or spoken of.
They are in both the nominative and objective cass.

- All nominative case parsonal
pronouns have figures
dreszsd in blus or a blue
object within the scrasn.

~

my

I
-

(1]
h+
vours

- The ocbjective cass parscnal
pronouns have figures
with red clothing and rad
objecta within the scresn.

oft

ot

$
objective

raminakive

- Poesessive pronouns show ownarzhip.

- Some possessive pronouns act like adjectives and modify nouns {a.g.. my
cat, our house, etc.).

- All of the possessive pronoumn symbols have the poesessive case grammarn
marker.

- The poeseasive pronoun ymbols have brown clothing or objects within the

acrean.

- Reciprocal pronouns are pronoun

phrases that stand for a peraon . [ —————— |

speaking, spoken of, or spoken to ﬁ I-'f:' M

but cannot be the subject of "'ﬂ\| : E‘ o ‘

- The phrase atands for the . . ) . . )
members of & group. —_— M

- Any sction of & membsr of the - __ other | o __oncitwr__|
group represamnted by the

- Reflexive pronouns are formed by adding sither -aaif or

—aefvas to a possasesive pronoumn.

- The objective case forme of him and them are the two
excaptions, basad on the awkwardnases of
“hizeelf” and “theireslves”.

- Thay cannot be the subject of a sanience and often
refar or raflect back to the subjact.

pronoun affactz all the

Each attar and ane another are the only lwe resiprocal pranauns in e English languags,

meambers of the group.

piT
p 4

theta

Gg‘

oh

mydelf

o

- Demonstrative pronouns are “determinsrs” that point toward the nouns that
they replace (e.g.. this, that thess, and thaszs).
- All of the damonstrative pronoun symbole have a front facing speaker

im the lower left hand cornar of the acreen with a purple indication
arroo.

- Relative pronouns parform two functions at one time:
- taking the place of nouns and
- connecting the replaced noun with a subordinating
clauas.

- All of the relative pronocun symbole hawe a front facing speaker.

16



- Interrcgative proncuns ask quaations and alao act as . 91 - Q‘
“determinara.” words that datermine tha refarance of a [ ] : [ ] )
noun phrase.

- Thraa of these pronouns (i.e., when, which, and whaf) whamn | which |

maintain & constant form across paracn,

number and gender. 1"' ':"'
- Who changss form with casa (a.g9.. who, whom,

wioas).

D ||
wihia whom
- Indafinite pronouns do not point to any specific paregon, place, animal, or thing. r

- Thay stand for & group or an individesl in a general or indefinits manner.

- The indefinite pronoun symbolz hawve purple clothing or objects: n. " ]
with amount words represantad in brown. '+ = =1
i

Apme

- A complste ast of Pronounsa has been craated.

Articles

- Articles are the "ittle worda” that indicate nouns.
- They are always linked to nouns and do not stand alons.

- PicLit articles are on a yellow form, providing a vizual link or connection to the yellow form uaed
for nowna.

- The form iz a smaller size as a referenca to articles as “little words".

- The cantar of the article’s form has a dark yellow magnifying glass to indicats that the articls iz
focusad on the noun.

- The armowsa and latters in the symbole are purple.
- There are three articla= in the English language, and they have all bean creatad for thiz aymbol =et.

an oecupation | the blendar

article maoun articla noum

17



- Piclite prapoaition forms have a dark teal frame and a background in a i

lighter shade of teal.

- All the preposition aymbols use containers that indicate a stationary point.
- rounded or squarad
- shaded in yalloer

- Adark red ballis) iz usad to indicate the position or direction of the symbol word depicted.

- Thea symbol may also includs other illustrations or parts of illustrations to clarify the word's meaaning.
Examples: the stylized clock representing fime
- beadsz on a string to represant amownt
- simpla stylized figuras to reprasant peopls
- & zanes of faded balle to indicate dirsction, a former position(z) or relationship

Mote: the fime symibol clock has bean faded to 80%: &s a maeans of stating that time 2 a part of the
definition but it doss not have an excluesive or dominant role in the symbol word's meaning.

18



Adjectives & Adverbs

- Adjectives modify nouns or pronouns.
- The PicLit adjective frame iz a deap shads of yellow with a lightar yellow
background and an inzet, pale yallow scresn.
- The shades of yellow used n Piclits aymbole for nowna, proncuns,
adjectives, and articles provide a vizual cus linking the four parts

of speach to each other. label
C : o
Q H -
S || | S == | ™
pronon, vty ik, wdjaciive, PN
replacing & indicating & modifying a
el N T
inlaialeinl it ol
- Some adjectives belong to a class or group, established by similar qualities or sz
— defining concapta (a.g9., colors, size, fealings atc.). indicador
H—— - Thess ad|jectives are designated by a wvanety of indicators.
-The indicators are simple illustrations that are placed across
- . the top and along the laft hand border of the fom.
L - Additional indicators may be added to the symbol sot as additional
- groups or classifications are added to PicLits.
- Rafer to page 30, Appendix D, for an cvamnview of adjactive indicators. -
p—— Hadl |

- Adverbs modify varbe, adjectives and other adwerba.

- Thesa modifisrs indicate how, whan, whara, why or how often an action happesns.

- They are fraguently formed from adjectives or nouns.

The PicLit advarb frame iz a deep shade of gresn with & bright green background
and an inset, pale grean screan.

labal

- The shades of gresn uaad for PicLit’s
varbs and adverbe provide a

visual cue that link the two partz |
of spaech to each othear. ‘
Q ;
i |

i the adjactive has an indicator, it will appear in the
acrasn of the adwerb form.

[PPOPHHIN war
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- Many adverbs are formed from adjectives by adding - & ,‘:": fjﬁ

dangar | dangerously |

T arfective
v P foore wor
ol - = T - Those adjectives that end in -y, changs the -y to an -i before
e | & . = adding the —ly
o chaarfully happinets - Tha grammar markers for the irmegular word formation are
—I placad on tha right side of the form.
adpeolive wilh advark wilh roumn
descriptor sirig irnbesdclad
{oore word) desariptar slrip

LTI CIT0TE | | [
Mote: Spelling changes that occur in the core | [~ | |

word dus to a meaning changs do not camy
owar the irregular marker to the adjective form. |

noun

e ward)

- Whan the adverb's root word ends in -e, the -2 is dropped
before adding the -ly.
- The grammar marker appears in the lower right
comer of the adwerb screen.
- The grammar marker for an irregular word
formation iz placad on tha right side of the |
form.

: . . noa
fr:u“t:- The epelling change only occurs in the advarb P—

Thras Degrees of Comparison
- Tha modifying role of both adjectives and adverbs ie axpressad through the degress of comparison.

- Tha degres of a quality that one object has in comparnzon to another results in changes to the
form of the ad|sctive or adwverb, according to which of the thres levals of comparizon is
baing used.

- The positive degres iz the most basic form and indicates
& lack of comparison.
- Those adjectives and adverbs that are & positive ‘_ﬁ
degras of compariaon and involee a total

word change across degrees of comparison ‘ Eﬂlj r
display the positive degree grammar = -h_

4

miarker. soft
- The poaitive degres grammar marker ie —.._—I
a simple slids-bar indicating the P”'“"““f;‘“ posiive degree
basaline of increasing values. mi par slrip



‘.._ — - The comparative degree comparss ons ' '
= object to another with ona cbjsct having '!'. !:
E g & grester or leeser degres of the guality 4
‘ H *_‘ of compariaon. . H
H - Comparative degres adjectives and H
spFler Fasther adwarba have the slide-bar typa prv— [ s |
grammar marker at the
resgular mid point. regular
d - Some comparative adjectives and adverbe mark degress of comparizon with the
= suffiz “-er” while others require a word change or the addition of a
H d comparative adverb.
mare | like |
advarb modifying adective '
- The Piclizh comparative degree adjectives and adverba have a (({h
grammaar marker for the comparative degres suffix. Thoss ({ h
comparative degree adjectives and adverbs that undergo a H {h
word change also have an irmegular grammar marksar. A
lets | loudhy |
asthurch modifying sdvet

- The superlative degres iz the highest degree of comparneon of the adjective or advarb, holding the
greatest or least degres of the comparsd quality.

- Superlative degres adjactives and adwerba

‘ -ﬂ"q?_'s—?ﬁﬁ : ! designate an incressa in the quality of
k; = 1‘ \k compariscn and have a slide-bar
most |

dn ﬁ ﬁn grammar marker &t the top point.
softett fastest best
- Some supserlative adjectives and adverbs mark degrass of comparison __J_
with the suffiz "-est” while others require a word changs or the n d
addition of & superlative adwarb.
least | ke

sty modifying adjactive

- Some suparlative adjsctives and advarbs mark degrees of compariaon with a suffix, while othara reguira
aword change or addition of an adwerb. The Piclish superlative dagres adjsctives and adverba
hawe a grammar markar for the suparlative degres suffix and may hawe the irregular grammar

marker to designate a word changs.
=1

fostest
warh modified by adwarb
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- Some adjectives and advarbe are “beyond comparizon” or “abaoluta”, as the gualities they expresa

axiat in only ona degres.

- Thesea bayond comparizon adjectives and adverbs should not be medifiad by moredmaost or leaslleast.

Full

-

circular

.'7
|__once |




Conjunctions:

- Conjunctions connect words, phrases, clausss, or santencas.

- The PicLits forma hawve a pale blue background with a darker blue frams.
- The symbolz are made of single or combined puzzle pieces, providing a visual cus that

the aymbol word iz connecting the parts of a santenca.

-0

| when |

| [ -2

parta of spasch.

- Thare ars thras types of conjunctions.

- The illustrations sarve as a link to the other part(s) of epeach as well az the word's definition{z) in other

- Example: where (conjunction) has the
light grean wused in adverbs and the
compase rose used in both the
adwark and pronown weraions of

2®

whiare |

wheare.
advert S|

- Coordinate conjunctions link two parte of a sentence that are of equal
importance.
- They are mads up of one 1o three puzzle piaces.
- The puzzle pisces are simple and are either purple or lavandsr,
- There iz only one connection tab and one hole per puzzle

piaca.
- The conjunction nor i the only coordinats conjuncticn with a
simple illustration imbedded in the drawing,.

- Four of the coordinating conjunctions (i.e., and, but, or and mor) aleo
sarve & comelative conjunctions.
- Their forma include the puzzle tabe and cut cuts usad
on correlative conjunclions.

- Subordinate conjunctions connect elemants of differing impontanca.
- Thare iz a faded group of puzzls pieces providing a background for a
simgla puzzle pisce with multiple connection tabs and holes.

- Simple llustraticna and symbol parts from the core word aymbol may
b= incorporated imto the symbol.

form facing the word with which it iz paired.

symbal frame.

nar

(L
e
©
=

:-u:) J 5
tince |

- Correlative conjunctiong are always linked in pairs to join two parts of a

™
sEntenca.
- Thessa symbolz have sither puzzls tabs or cut outs along the side of the

- The puzzls tab stripe and cut cuts ara the sams blus s the

- Thig illustraticns may be all or a part of the core word symbol.

- Refar to page 31, Appendix E, for a general overview of the complste symbol st of conjuncticns.



Interjections

- Interjections are words of gresting, strong or sudden smotion, or fasling.
- The Piclit symbel form iz two shades of fuchsia with a partial profile or frontal view of a parson showing

a varisty of facial expressions.
- A gpeech bubble with an sxclamation mark, other keyboard charactars or drawings are used to indicate
thie amotion.
! #@ * 1
£ 'l -.'
- ':"" y ’-;n‘r-"

b

ah | domn | ouch

- Words or phrasss with gimilar meaning (synonymsa) may be substitutad in the label as they are nesded.
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Punctuation, Letters & Numbers

- Punctuation iz & system of atroke-like symbolz ueed in writtan language as a means of clarifying or adding
emphasiz, ntonation, or pauess 10 & santancs.
- Each of the noun form punctuation marks appear on & key board button which iz cantared on a noun form
with thie written word or name for the symbal in the labal bos.
- Tha noun forms of the punctuation aymbaola have the standard taxt label.

J W% E

EF.I.ﬂ-ﬂI:Iﬂ miark percent ﬂ-l-grl rumbier llgn |eag—Fhan :!-Ign |

- Whan used as punctuation in & sentance, the punctuation marks on the narrower pale gray form
miay be subatituted for the noun punctustion forme and placed in the appropriate spaces.

’ . ? oﬂ # <

- Lstters and Mumbers, whan used as symbols, appear individually on noun forms.
- Lattars are availabls in both upper and lower casa.
- Tha numbere 0 through 8 are availabls on noun forms.

498U YWY
JUYAIY

- Whean usad for apselling or math,
the lettars or numbere on the
narrcwer pale gray form may

be used.
delete
- Command keys from the keyboard are also available.
delete - Thesa are found on the noun form only.
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Appendix A

Form 1

- Standard PicLit template forme and colors
for the nine parta of apeach.

—n__ =




Appendix B
Inflected forms of regular, irregular and auxiliary verbs:

Regular
AR 4] A
L e e | . | walkimg |
ool ver Srd panzan sngular ] e progréassie
Irregular
et | eatt | ate | eaten |
root verb Srd parson singular pas bersss pesst participle
Auxlllary
be
ool e
ma.arnpamn.
p-uunu

(all plusade)




A directional movement

modified directional
movamant

) =

Appendix C

Sample action indicators for verbs:

' rotational movemant

movement
pluz sound

@ repeatad rapid

mowvemeant ﬁfd_----_--_
( ! conceptual
Y action
_:—'—'-.'.-
3 "ﬁ speed lines
=




Appendix D
. i s o
An Overview of Adjechves ]
- Many of the PicLits adjectives have been grouped and marked
by an indicator at the top andfor left hand side of the form,
| providing a visual cue of that adjective’s category or gQrouping. |
Genaric Spatial '
[}
| ]
Mumbsars Chussntity Fealings Color Taschile FAuli-gnecny Visual
E‘J — ﬁ Ll - ==
|.
Tamperaliee Tirne Size Audilony Sirmall Cronoeplsal Tasls
Indicator Com pnnents
( = ) 1
; -HHHHHHHHH-
ey tactie
numioers
— 0000000400 o=
y quantity tasts
o colors Aot
I :
) lsmparature
fealinga -
b 3
e g tima
concagtual m
* " =
e
multi sansory iyl visual




Appendix E
A Representative Overview of Conjunction PicLits
Coordinate Conjunctions

Subordinate Conjunctions

Time r

- implies a sen=a of time; aach .,.

aymbol has a clock face -
 efter || before | e

Condition
- aymbaols use one or more
puzzle piscas to state
thie ralationzhip of the
condition

Commonly used Correlative Conjunctions
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Appendix F
An overview of Numbers:

Primary Set:
4 H— | H— | -
zerp ore | two | thres four
- 0000 - - - A
+HH  — | H— | | |
five s seven | aight | nine ten
Secondary Set:
4 H— | H— | HH—
zarp ore | two | three four
0 A | 0 | S0 o
L0 —— 00— 00— 00—
five six seven | eight | pine ten |
1 i3 i3] | (23343 idbiiis
LAaa4u AAAads
0 660
Fiffesn thirty 56 100 hundred 928
T T 1T i &% 0|
1111 ;
=2 :
1000 thousand 4,928 pine thousand millin billion
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Piclish was conceived, created and designed by Melissa Bastien, Faith
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Please respect the copyright laws and do not reproduce any part of this
document electronically or otherwise without permission. Permission is
granted to use one page for a review in a publication or a catalog description.

For more information see:
languagesymbols.com

or contact us at:
Language Symbols,
P.O. Box 682, Unity, ME 04988

Attention Authors and Developers

Contact us if you are interested in licensing Piclish and the PicLit symbols for
use on electronic devices, paper products, software, e-books, educational
materials, etc. There is a comprehensive drawing guide available that details
how to develop new symbols to expand the Piclish symbol library.

The symbols were created in Adobe lllustrator and are Scalable Vector
Graphics (SVG). They can also be reformatted to bitmap.
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